EDUCATION
Abstract: Paul's discussion in 1 Corinthians 7 is widely assumed to address a Roman concern with mastery over the passions or a Stoic ideal of freedom from distraction through celibacy. It is thus curious that virtually all scholars suggest in 1 Cor. 7:14 Paul is addressing a "Jewish concern": "For the unbelieving husband ἡγίασται by his wife and the unbelieving wife ἡγίασται by her husband. For otherwise your children are ἀκάθαρτα, but as it is, they are ἅγια." This extremely "puzzling" verse -situated in Paul's instructions on divorce to those married to "unbelievers" -it is claimed, presupposes that the Corinthians were influenced by Jewish notions about purity or illicit sexual unions, and thought that an unbelieving spouse was a source of ritual or moral contamination, or that marriage to an unbeliever was "illicit" and produced "illicit" children (mamzerim) who were a source of contamination. This raised the question of whether to divorce. Against divorce, it is argued, Paul asserts that the unbelieving spouse is rendered "holy" or "licit" by the believer, as proven by the children's being "holy" or "licit." Yet there are no parallels in Paul for such statements about unbelievers. Building on the work of Caroline Johnson Hodge, this paper will argue for interpreting 1 Cor. 7:14 in the light of a Roman concern, viz., the expectation of religious conformity in the Roman household. As will be shown from various texts on Roman household religion (in Plutarch, Tibullus, Hierocles et al.), Roman wives were to adopt their husbands' gods and Roman children were to be instructed in the worship of those gods that is, all were to be consecrated to the service of the same gods. Otherwise, divorce was in order. To avert this possibility, I will argue, Paul proposes an alternative form of religious unity between the Christ-believing spouse, who is one of the "consecrated ones" (ἅγιοι), and the unbelieving spouse, who "is consecrated" (ἡγίασται) to God, and the (unbelieving) children, who are "consecrated" (ἅγια) to God, not "unclean." On the basis of a common consecration to God, despite diverse religious allegiances and practices, the marriage could be maintained, if the parties were willing. The mystery of Paul's use of terminology in 1 Cor. 7:14 for unbelievers which is normally reserved for Christ-believers thus has a logical explanation: it is motivated by Paul's desire to apply Jesus' teaching prohibiting divorce to those married to unbelievers willing to "live together. 
